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Explore Middle School Students Participate in ‘Shark Tank’ Style 
Competition to Present Second Quarter Projects

Students from Explore Middle School entered into the “Shark Tank” in February to present 
their second quarter projects to Administrators at Hudson County Schools of Technology. Each 
of these presentations provided a solution to a scientific phenomenon and required students 
to thoroughly research, market and answer questions about their topics. The top three groups 
from each grade level were tasked with presenting their projects modeled after the ABC prime 
time show “Shark Tank.”

Acting Superintendent Amy Lin-Rodriguez, Retired Superintendent Frank Gargiulo, Director of 
Planning Dr. Joseph Sirangelo, Business Administrator Nicholas Fargo and CTE Business Partner 
of the Year Andrew Campbell, President of Eastern Millwork Inc. served as the investors.

The first place winners -- seventh graders Sara Khiri, Eva Ji, Sarosh Aboobakker and Ashley 
Gordillo -- developed an app called “SKUBER,” which allows students to track their school bus 
so they do not miss their ride or get stuck waiting in inclement weather. 

“Essentially we saw a problem that many students were being forced to get to class late or miss 
school for missing the bus by just a minute or two,” said Sara Khiri. “We thought creating an app 
would be an easy way to solve this problem and that’s why we came up with this idea.”

The second place winners were sixth grade students Mikail Oflaz, Nicholas Davies, Sierra Garcia 
and Claire Murray, who designed the app “Fridge Scan.” The app allows users to take a photo of 
the goods in their refrigerator or upload their grocery store receipts to automatically generate 
meal recipes based on the food they already have to avoid waste. Coming in third place were 
eighth grade students Jessica Malek, Joyce Bryant, Adrian DeJesus and Alexander Jiminez for 
their “Aqua Strips.” The strips, made from common household items, test the pH levels in water 
to determine if it is safe to drink.

The three winning groups will have a pizza party and free dress down day. Team “Skuber” will 
also be awarded with an Amazon gift card and will visit Eastern Millworks Inc. to meet with the 
company’s engineers.

“

“
Our Explore Middle School students 

presented the ‘sharks’ with nine impressive, 
high-quality projects, each with a unique 

solution to global issues ranging from 
natural disasters to safe drinking water. 
The effort and enthusiasm our students 

displayed in their work was remarkable and 
I congratulate all of our students and faculty 

advisors on a job well done.

Allyson Krone
Explore Middle School Principal

A Message from the Superintendent
Dear HCST Community:

At the Hudson County Schools of Technology we value Career and Technical Education (CTE) and the world it opens to our learners of all ages. 
Some of the many successes of our students and staff this semester through various CTE achievements are featured in this second edition of HCST 
Connections. In addition, we have successfully expanded our workforce offerings to better serve the residents of Hudson County by opening two 
new satellite offices for our Career Development Center. If you have a success story to share, I invite you to contribute to our newsletter by sending 
us a message on Facebook by May 15.  - Acting Superintendent Amy Lin-Rodriguez.



Explore Middle School sixth grade student Gabriel Marandino placed second in Jersey City’s 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Oratory Contest for his recitation of the speech “I’ve Been to the 
Mountaintop.” This was Gabriel’s third time competing in the competition, placing higher than 
all of his previous performances. Gabriel recited the speech again for Explore Middle School 
on February 28 during the Black History Month Celebration.

Colleen Smith is the longest serving employee at Hudson County Schools of Technology and 
is currently the district’s Director of Personnel. Smith graduated from HCST in 1975, the first 
vocational class in the district. She holds a master’s degree in education, is a certified school 
administrator and has been helping HCST become one of the best districts in the state for 44 
years. When she is not in the office, Smith enjoys spending time with her daughter, Nicole, 
hiking, cross country skiing and doing yoga and other workouts in our new fitness center.

County Prep senior Sole Stewart was invited to attend the South by Southwest conference in 
Austin, Texas as an ambassador for Black Girls Code. Sole has been part of the organization, 
which works to empower girls of color to become innovators in STEM fields, since 2012. Along 
with speaking at events, Sole and BGC listened to presentations from STEM professionals 
around the country. Sole described the event as an experience she will never forget that 
educated her about different perspectives from women in the tech field. 

County Prep High School junior Youssef Gendy is among 24 students nationwide selected 
to attend Citizen University’s prestigious Youth Collaboratory. Youssef, the SkillsUSA Co-
President, will spend his year in the program sharpening his literacy in civic power as he 
travels to Malibu, Chicago and Washington D.C., expenses paid, and will work to complete 
leadership projects throughout New Jersey. 

KAS Prep student Johanna Raymond has been selected to begin an internship with the 
Hudson County Veterans’ Affairs office in Jersey City. She will be placed in their Jersey City 
office learning how to work in a business environment. This is the first time that an internship 
position has been provided through this department. KAS Prep Principal Gerald Lyons thanks 
SLE Coordinator Mike Silvestri and Supervisor Linda DiGiacomo for their assistance in working 
with Hudson County Veterans Coordinator JoAnn Northgrave to make this opportunity available 
to Johanna. 

In The Spotlight



Judo Club Raising the Bar for Excellence

Wellness and Intramural Programs Offered at HCST 

The Tech Judo Club at High Tech High School teaches students not only the skills and 
discipline of the sport, but also gives them the opportunity to compete in competitions 
around the world and create lifelong friendships. 

What started as a pilot program with 27 students quickly grew into a world-class program 
under the instruction of Sensei Clyde Worthen, a sixth degree black belt and member 
of four U.S. World Judo teams, and Leonardo Victoria, a second degree black belt and 
Assistant for the Judo Program at Hudson County Schools of Technology. 

Since its inception, students in the program have won national titles and gone on to compete 
in the sport on college scholarships. Tech Judo also offers classes to the community at the 
Frank J. Gargiulo Campus, which is equipped with state of the art spring loaded mats and 
is home to one of the largest training mat areas in the country. 

Students in the program have competed in China, Japan, Russia, England and Taiwan, among other countries. At least 15 graduates have achieved the 
level of black belt and have won championship titles on both the local and national level. 

More information about the program and how to participate can be found on Tech Judo’s website. 

Hudson County Schools of Technology offers an intramural sports 
program to provide exercise, recreation, and fun to students in a 
relaxed but structured environment. This program enhances the 
academic experience by promoting and reinforcing leadership 
qualities, teamwork, personal accomplishment, mutual 
respect, integrity, competition and recreation. Intramural sports 
are offered to all students regardless of their skill level.

While these recreation-based, on-campus sports teams are 
designed primarily for enjoyment, teams often compete for titles, 
awards, and bragging rights. All three HCST campuses offer an 
array of opportunities for our students and staff, including group 
fitness classes, personal training, yoga and mindfulness. CrossFit 
workouts are available to students, faculty, and staff. Programs 
include volleyball, flag football, ping-pong, basketball, badminton, 
indoor and outdoor soccer, judo, Wii Sports, running and hiking.

HCST is looking to expand yoga and CrossFit to the public similar to 
the judo program and include new sports such as ultimate frisbee, 
handball, street hockey and indoor golf.

http://techjudo.com/


Hudson County Schools of Technology and Hudson County’s 
One Stop Career Center opened new joint offices in Harrison 
and Bayonne in January. These satellite offices will help connect 
Hudson County residents with free services they may be eligible 
for, including job training, career counseling and English as a 
Second Language courses.

These new offices will serve as a contact point with residents 
in Harrison, West Hudson and Bayonne to help connect them 
to programs offered Countywide. Hudson County’s One Stop 
Career Center is based in Union City and includes a multimedia 
resource center and access to the Internet for job seekers. The 
Center also offers career oriented aptitude testing, job referrals 
and soft skills training.

“The Career Development Center has already assisted thousands 
of Hudson County residents in becoming gainfully employed 
and helped them reach their own educational milestones,” said 
CDC Director Steven Smith. “Expanding these critical services 

in the western and southern ends of Hudson County will ensure 
every resident can reap the benefits of the County’s investment 
in education and technology.”

Harrison’s Career Development Center is located on the 
lower level of 326 Harrison Ave. and will be open on Mondays 
and Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Bayonne’s Career 
Development Center is located in Room 6 of City Hall and will 
be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

A Success Story for Adult High School and Hudson Technical
Alissa Prosdocimi came to Adult High School in September 2017 
looking for an opportunity to get a high school diploma while 
exploring medical careers after Great Futures High School in 
Jersey City closed its doors. Alissa could have attended any high 
school in Jersey City, but she wanted more than just a traditional 
high school diploma. 

When she came to Hudson County Schools of Technology, Alissa 
met with Dr. Darell Richardson who explained how she can 
attend Adult High School while also learning a trade at Hudson 
Technical. Alissa enrolled in the school and has competed courses 
in Electrocardiography and Phlebotomy. 

Alissa has now completed all of the requirements for her high 
school diploma, has taken the SATs and passed national exams 
in both of her specialized programs. She is currently exploring 
opportunities to further her education in the medical field and will 
graduate in June.

Hudson County Career Development Center Celebrates Opening of 
Satellite Offices in Harrison, Bayonne

Check out the website  •  http://hudsontechnical.wixsite.com/hudsontechnical/about

http://hudsontechnical.wixsite.com/hudsontechnical/about


Youth Transition to Work 
Apprenticeships at HCST

High Tech Students Present Research on Global Food Security at Rutgers

Hudson County Schools of Technology offers a 
Youth Transition to Work Apprenticeship Program 
that offers courses in automotive technology and 
diesel mechanics. Through the programs, students 
become eligible for full-time employment with on the 
job training and related classroom instruction. 

Registered apprentices take classes where they 
learn the theory of their trade under the tutelage of 
an experienced journey worker on a job site and 
learn the practical skills required to be successful in 
the workplace. The program is based on a “training 
to work” initiative and allows students to “earn while 
they learn.”

Among those currently enrolled in the program is Alex 
Bermudez, a 2018 graduate of County Prep High School 
who is fully engaged in training and employment.

High Tech Architecture alumnus Hamza Qureshi has 
been chosen to speak at Carnegie Mellon University’s 
commencement ceremony in May. Qureshi, of Jersey 
City, will graduate from the prestigious school with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Architecture with an additional major 
in Human-Computer Interaction.  

While attending the University, Qureshi has served on the Student 
Advisory Council, has been named to the Dean’s List, acted as an 
academic coach, and participated in academic research. Upon graduation, 
Qureshi will be employed as a user experience designer in a two-year 
rotational program at Capital One in the Washington, D.C., area.

Anthony Morales is a graduate of County Prep High School who grew his 
interest in computers and networking while studying IT. After graduation, 
he attended New Jersey Institute of Technology where he was able to 
apply everything he learned at Hudson County Schools of Technology 
into his college studies. Because of his advanced high school education, 
Morales said he had a strong foundation of the field and is now working 
at one of the largest Property and Casualty Insurers in the United States 
as a Junior Code Security Analyst.

Fourteen students from High Tech High School’s Academy of Environmental Science and 
Sustainability attended the World Food Prize event at Rutgers University to present their 
research papers on global food security. The students were joined by their instructors 
Catherine Yuhas and Dr. Shelly Witham at the event, which was conducted by the New Jersey 
Youth Institute. 

Reika Hayashi, Shannon Neary, and Kate Neal of Bayonne, Mary O’Brien, of Hoboken, 
Aubrey Beam, Nancy Do, Sylvia Goldfond, Elena Gurczeski, Sadra Munir, and Layaly Saleh 
of Jersey City, Archini Desai and Alfonse Sessa III, of Kearny, Mellina Perez Vieta of North 
Bergen, and Carina Cruz, of Weehawken selected a country and topic to research in order to 
trace the diverse impacts on food security.  Students also developed solutions to achieve food 
security in light of these topical issues.

Before their presentations, students participated in a community service event by helping prepare bags of donated food to 
distribute in their communities. While at the event, students had the opportunity to learn about Rutgers University and the 
programs it offers. Each student received a certificate that declared them Borlaug Scholars, an honor that commemorates 
Norman Borlaug, an American agronomist whose indefatigable work in many areas around the world helped to create sustainable 
agriculture that led to sustainable food supplies.

Alumni: Enhancing our 
Community 



High Tech Students Awarded $40,000 Amazon Scholarship
High Tech High School seniors Abakir Hanna and Fady 
Besada have been awarded a $40,000 scholarship through 
Amazon’s competitive Future Engineer Program. Abakir 
and Fady, both studying Design and Fabrication, were among 
100 students nationwide to receive this prestigious award.

“This scholarship is giving two of 
our students an incredible career 
opportunity that will prepare them 
for success in the workplace while 
they are still in college,” said Acting 
Superintendent Amy Lin-Rodriguez. 
“All of us at Hudson County Schools 
of Technology are so proud of 
Abakir and Fady for their hard work 
and commitment to their studies 
and congratulate them for being 
recognized among the best computer 
science students in the country.”

In addition to the $10,000 students will receive during their 
first four years studying for an undergraduate degree, they 
are also guaranteed a paid internship with Amazon. Abakir will 

be attending New Jersey Institute of Technology and Fady will 
be attending Rutgers University. Both plan to study computer 
science.

“The students in our Design and Fabrication program work 
incredibly hard in this rigorous program each and every 

day,” said D|Fab Academy Supervisor 
Gregory Simon. “Abakir and Fady 
are young men with bright futures in 
computer science and all of us cannot 
wait to see all they will accomplish for 
years to come.”

The Amazon Future Engineer 
program aims to provide need based 
scholarships to deserving students 
from underprivileged, underserved 
and underrepresented communities. 
The entitled paid internship is available 

to students after completing their first year of college. This is 
a unique opportunity since most college students do not have 
access to software and engineering internships until later in 
their careers. 

County Prep Wins 20 Medals at Statewide Competition
County Prep High School students 
attended the Family Career and 
Community Leaders of America 
2019 State Conference last month 
in Cherry Hill. With more than 700 
students statewide attending the 
event, the County Prep delegation 
won a stellar seven gold, seven silver 
and six bronze medals. 

Additionally, five County Prep students 
have qualified to represent New Jersey 
in the Fashion Design, Fashion Construction and Entrepreneurship events at the National FCCLA Conference in Anaheim, California 
this summer. Roughly 7,000 students throughout the United States are expected to attend the conference. 

FCCLA is a nonprofit national career and technical student organization for young men and women in Family and Consumer Sciences 
education in public and private schools through grade 12.
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County Prep Cosmetology Students 
Attend International Beauty Show 

Students Visit HCCC 
Culinary Institute

County Prep Cosmetology seniors attended the International 
Beauty Show on March 12, participating in industry related 
workshops throughout the day. This event was an invaluable 
Structured Learning Experience that provided students with 
the opportunity to interact with seasoned cosmetologists 
who shared their personal experiences in the field.

Students were also inspired to begin preparing for the 
upcoming Cosmetology State Board exam that will allow 
them to transition to post-secondary career opportunities. 
The students now have an increased awareness of career 
pathways within cosmetology from both a technical and 
business standpoint.

County Prep Culinary Arts students visited Hudson County 
Community College in March to participate in their “Culinary 
Institute Tour.” The students, instructed by Chef Kevin Collins, 
cycled through the various labs to gain exposure to the post-
secondary culinary arts program. In addition, renowned 
culinary guru Chef Puc demonstrated a culinary lesson on one 
of his signature dishes. 

Students had the opportunity to interact with the professors 
and current college students and met with an admissions 
counselor to review the application process. At the end of 
the tour, students attended a luncheon in the dining hall that 
was prepared by the culinary college students. This was an 
invaluable structured learning experience that defined a 
potential career option for our students.

Administration School Board Hudson County Board 
of Chosen Freeholders

facebook.com/HCSTonlineLike us on Facebook to stay 
up to date with the latest news

http://facebook.com/HCSTonline

